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NOTES AND NEWS 



According to Science for March 11, " the naturalists of France and of 
many other parts of the world are uniting in a jubilee celebration in 
honor of J. H. Fabre, styled by Charles Darwin ' the immortal Fabre,' and 
referred to by him also as ' that inimitable observer.' Fabre, after years 
of labor and of patient observation and of most important work, is, in his 
age, the most modest of men, leading a retired life, and his admirers 
everywhere and in all walks are uniting in this celebration. Not only are 
naturalists coming together for this jubilee, but prominent officials 
throughout France and prominent men in literature as well, since Fabre's 
published work possesses a high literary value. No one, says David Sharp, 
has ever written on his subjects with equal brilliancy and vivacity. So 
Mistral, the poet ; Edmund Rostrand, the poet and dramatist, and Maurice 
Materlink, the naturalist, philosopher and novelist, among others, have 
united in this jubilee. Members of the French Academy engaged in other 
branches of science, such as Poincare, and men prominent in many walks 
of life, not even excepting journalism, such as Hebrard, the director of the 
Temps, have also associated themselves with Fabre's other admirers. The 
jubilee will be held on the third of April, at the time of the inauguration 
of the Institute of Oceanography by the Prince of Monaco. A medal will 
be struck in honor of the occasion. Americans wishing to contribute may 
send their subscriptions to Dr. L. O. Howard, permanent secretary of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, Smithsonian In- 
stitution, Washington, D. C. These should be sent at once, since the 
subscription closes the twenty-fifth of March." 

The paper, the abstract of which follows, was read by Miss M. E. 
Durham before the Anthropological Institute at its meeting on February 
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22. " High Albania is the only spot in Europe in which the tribal system 
exists intact. The tribes occupy the mountain land which forms the north- 
west corner of Turkey in Europe. They are exogamous, but male blood 
only counts. Each tribe is ruled by a council of elders, by ancient laws 
handed down by oral tradition, which are strictly enforced. Roughly, the 
tribes may be divided into three groups, one of which tells a tale of origin 
from Bosnia; the second, of partial origin from Rashia; while the third 
declares that it has " been there all the time." The tale of origin from 
Bosnia is confirmed by the fact that the tatoo patterns used by these 
tribes are used in certain districts of Bosnia. Among other very ancient 
customs, the Levirate is still practised, even by many of the Roman Cath- 
olic tribes. Blood vengeance is extremely prevalent throughout both 
Christian and Moslem tribes. Its rules are complicated. Up country, the 
houses are all stone Kulas (towers), built for defence, and having no 
windows, but only loopholes for rifles. Communal families of as many as 
forty members live together in one room, ruled by the house lord, who has 
often power of life and death over his subjects. Marriage is always by 
purchase, save for an occasional forcible capture. Children are betrothed 
in infancy. Thirteeen to fifteen is a common age for a girl's marriage, 
and fifteen to eighteen for a boy. Hospitality is the universal law of the 
mountain. The tribesman, if he receives a traveller at all, gives him of 
his best." — The Athenwum, March 5. 

The corporation and the board of overseers of Harvard University have 
created the department of university extension, and appointed in it the 
following officers Dean, Professor Ropes; members of the administrative 
board for 1909-10, Professor Ropes, Professor Royce, Professor Hanus, 
Professor Hart, Professor Moore, Professor Osterhout, Professor Hughes, 
and Professor Munro. 

D. Appleton and Co. announce for spring publication a new edition of 
the works of Herbert Spencer in eighteen volumes, and " The Psychology 
of Reasoning " by Professor W. B. Pillsbury, of the University of Michi- 
gan. Macmillan and Co. announce " The Religion of the Chinese " by J. 
J. M. De Groot. 

Dr. E. H. Cameron, instructor in psychology in Yale University, has 
been advanced to the grade of assistant professor. 

Dr. F. S. Breed, at present engaged in work in comparative psychology 
at Harvard University, has been appointed instructor in psychology in 
Yale University. 



